Bible Discussion
3/14/22

Series: How to Make It Through

Theme Scripture:
Numbers 13:30
And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said, Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome it. 

Topic Scripture:
Psalm 23:4
"Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me."

Assignment – #Shift

(Recite the 23 Psalm)

Bring emphasis to verse 4

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death: 

This is the first dark note in this beautiful Psalm. Previously David wrote of green pastures and still waters and paths of righteousness. Yet when following the LORD as shepherd, one may still walk through the valley of the shadow of death.

David used this powerful phrase to speak of some kind of dark, fearful    experience. It is an imprecise phrase, yet its poetry makes perfect sense.

It is a valley, not a mountaintop or broad meadow. A valley suggests being hedged in and surrounded.

It is a valley of the shadow of death, facing what seemed to David as the ultimate defeat and evil.

It is a valley of the shadow of death; not facing the substance of death itself, but the shadow of death, casting its dark, fearful outline across David's path.

Notably, David recognized that under the shepherd's leading he may walk through the valley of the shadow of death. It isn't his destination or dwelling place. Like the Preacher in Ecclesiastes, David might say that all of life is lived under the shadow of death, and it is the conscious presence of the LORD as shepherd that makes it bearable.

This line is especially suggestive when we read this Psalm with an eye towards Jesus, the Great Shepherd. We understand that a shadow is not tangible but is cast by something that is. One can rightly say that we face only the shadow of death because Jesus took the full reality of death in our place.


Near death, the saint still calmly walks - he does not need to quicken his pace in alarm or panic. Near death, the saint does not walk in the valley, but through the valley.

"Death in its substance has been removed, and only the shadow of it remains. Someone has said that when there is a shadow there must be light somewhere, and so there is. Death stands by the side of the highway in which we have to travel, and the light of heaven shining upon him throws a shadow across our path; let us then rejoice that there is a light beyond. Nobody is afraid of a shadow, for a shadow cannot stop a man's pathway even for a moment. The shadow of a dog cannot bite; the shadow of a sword cannot kill; the shadow of death cannot destroy us." (Spurgeon)

		To make it through:

1. Don’t Stop – (Eph. 3:20)
a. Don’t give up on God, because He won’t give up on you, He’s Able

2. Stay Focused on the God – (Phil. 3:14)
a. Keep your eyes on the prize and hold on

3. Walk by Faith – (2 Cor. 5:7)

Thy rod and staff
Rod – instrument of defense
Staff – instrument of correction
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When others are worried, I am comforted.

Assignment: - #Shift

Announcements:

The weekly schedule.

Monday – Bible Discussion – 6:30pm - Facebook Live
Tuesday – Tuesday Treasure – Facebook Post
Wednesday – Morning Prayer – 6:30am – Facebook Live Audio and Conference Call
Sunday – Worship and Word – 8:00am – Facebook Live

Next Week: Bible Discussion – 

Go by www.phairepraise.com for Bible Discussion outlines

Giving – Sow a Seed

Peace and Blessings !!!

